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Dr. T, Osa Hidalgo de la Riva
Foreword by Angela Y. Davis
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Poetry / Chicona / Lating [ Gueer / LGBT Studies / Jeteria Studies

MAMA SAPPHO:  Fosms con Sobor o Calé & o
collection of poetry written during the 1970s by o
KticonX® lesbiono Osa [Dr. T. Cua Hidalgo de ko
Rival, beteeen her teen years ond eorly teenties,
Criginally entitled WITH POEMS as GUNS, severgl
of the peems in this collection were performed on
tour with her lesbiona poet sister Liz, ot some of the
first battered women's shelters, women's cafés, and
bookstores throughout Aztlan, the LS. Southwest.
In 1980, the MAMA SAPPHO manecript come
together as the authar's crootive thasis for one of
the three maoster's degrees she would complote
before fecsiving bher PhD. in Cinema and Media
Stucies from the University of Southem Colifconia,
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Published in book form 38 years later, the MAMA SAPPHO poems are joined by the
outhor's Poetic Afferword, an essory that recds as fieros manifesto. A truly fimeless—
of, hme-exponsive—callection, MAMA SAPPHO could hove read os contemparary
poairy in ony of the four decodes it hos Ireversed since taking its thesls form, and
will surely read as such in its book form for the four decades 1o come.

In the stunmning debun poetry collection Wame Saplo: Poems oo Sabor
a Carler, T, “Usa™ Hidalgzo de la Riva writes with empathic understanding and
powerlil metaplor of the disenfranchised and marginalized, the *Terminal
Islanel sister /A Wounded Knee mana SAnd my Bellevue queen.” She
remains 2 poct @ificd in scalfolding language 2t once founded on bove,
compassion. anger ani a demand lor social justice. Her poem = Beny Scou™
will become a classic, but the collection isell will change you and you will
“never walk the same.™ 1 only hope thay we don’t have 1o wait another gap

in years for Csa’s next collection.

Helena Maria Vicamontes, author of Fer Dogs Come Wenh ens
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